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Abstract: This study aimed to activate the role of schools in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in curriculum design, drawing on the experiences of the United States and
Finland. The researcher employed a comparative descriptive-analytical approach,
following Brady’s methodological steps (description, interpretation, comparison,
and conclusion). The study tool consisted of analyzing official documents and
reviewing previous studies, with a total sample of 70 diverse documents. The
analysis focused on educational policy and the school's role in curriculum
development across six dimensions: (1) educational policies, (2) curriculum
quality, (3) teacher competence, (4) learning environment, (5) community
partnership, and (6) innovation. The results revealed that successful international
experiences share common features, such as clear policies, a balance between
centralization and decentralization, and reliance on research and experimentation
in curriculum design. In contrast, the role of Saudi schools in curriculum design was
found to be very limited compared to the United States and Finland. The findings
underscored the urgent need to enhance this role in line with modern global trends
toward decentralization, community involvement, and aligning the curriculum
with real-world needs. Based on the results, the researcher proposed a
comprehensive framework consisting of foundations, a vision, a mission, and an
action matrix to strengthen the role of Saudi schools in curriculum development.
The study recommends adopting participatory educational policies that grant
teachers and local communities a greater role in shaping curriculum objectives and
content, alongside investing in teacher training and capacity-building at the school
level to foster educational development and contribute to achieving the goals of
Saudi Vision 2030. The study also presents two additional research proposals
related to the topic.

Keywords: Empowering school roles, modern curriculum development, education

policy, improving educational outcomes.
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