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Abstract: This study aimed to elucidate the methodology of al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-
‘Asqalantin his book Fath al-Bariin addressing the apparent conflict between verbal
and practical Sunnah, with applied focus on the Chapter of Purification. The study
adopted an inductive approach to trace instances of perceived conflict, and a critical
analytical approach to examine the methods of resolving such conflict, namely
reconciliation, abrogation, and preference, and to assess the extent of their
consistency with the objectives of Islamic law. The study sample included major
issues related to the purification from ritual impurity and physical filth in which an
apparent contradiction was perceived between the Prophet’s &3 statements and
actions. The findings revealed that conflict within the Sunnah is perceptual and
apparent rather than real, and that Ibn Hajar primarily adopted reconciliation as a
strategic methodological principle, considering prophetic action as contextual
evidence that diverts verbal commands from obligation to recommendation or
serves to clarify permissibility. His methodological preferences further
demonstrated a strong presence of objectives-based reasoning. The study also
concluded that applying evidences within their temporal and spatial contexts
eliminates contradiction and achieves legislative coherence. Based on these
findings, the study recommended integrating legal-theoretical and objectives-based
analysis in contemporary Sunnah commentaries, and enhancing applied studies on
conflicting hadith in chapters of transactions. It also proposed directing efforts
toward the digitalization of hadith scholars’ methodologies for resolving apparent
contradictions through the use of artificial intelligence technologies.

Keywords: Conflict Verbal and Practical Sunnah, Ibn Hajar, Fath al-Bari,

Purification.
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