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Abstract: This study aimed to examine the impact of ethical leadership among
early childhood teachers on developing leadership education for young children in
Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah. To achieve this aim, the study adopted a mixed-
methods approach (quantitative/qualitative), through a case study strategy,
employing two tools: standardized observation and in-depth interviews, applied to
a sample of 300 participants, including 40 teachers and 260 boys and girls in
kindergarten. Results indicated that teachers’ ethical leadership practice scored a
mean of 4.72/5 (Very High), while children’s acquisition of leadership education
scored 3.73/5 (High). Findings revealed a strong impact of ethical leadership on
leadership education development, led by ethical modeling (B:0.899), followed
by integrity (820.640), care (820.504), and justice (620.429). Meanwhile, respect
(820.336) and responsibility (820.309) showed a moderate impact. Fit indices
(CFI < 0.981, RMSEA: 0.059—0.083) confirmed the validity and quality of the
explanatory models. The study further clarified how teachers practiced ethical
leadership in fostering leadership education among children, highlighting both
positive and negative behavioral indicators. Based on these results, the study
recommends developing professional training programs for teachers and designing
interactive activities to reinforce ethical modeling and self-leadership in children,
while suggesting longitudinal research to measure the impact of ethical leadership
on academic achievement, social intelligence, and the educational use of artificial
intelligence.
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