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The Biasness of British Academic Orientalism in the study of the prophetic
Biography of prophet Mohammed peace & prayer be upon him
Dr. Naji Ali Al-Snaiee
||associated professor of Islamic Thought & Scientific Methodology

|| the department of Holy Quran|| Faculty of Education Nadirah||Ibb University|| Yemen

E: naje.sna69@gmail.com || phone: 00967773536268

Abstract: This study aimed to clarify the positions of the British Orientalists in studying the biography of the Prophet - May
the Blessings and Peace of Allah be upon him, and to show the sources on which they relied and their methodology in dealing
with those sources, and the biases placements of British academic orientalism in studying the Prophet’s biography, and we

refuted and replied to that. The study adopted the analytical descriptive methodology; and the researcher relied on many
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primary sources related to the sources of the Prophet’s Noble biography, such as Seerah of Ibn Ishaq (151 AH /678 CE) and
its refinement by Ibn Hisham (281 AH / 833 CE), Al-Sear and Al-Maghazi by Al-Waqdi (271 AH/ 823 AD), ‘The Beginning And
The End' for Ibn Katheer (744 AH /1372 CE), and the books that were exposed to the biography of the Prophet, most notably
the book “Mohammed and the Rise of Islam” by David Samuel Margoliouth, published in 1950 CE, and the books of W.
Montgomery Watt, “Muhammad At Mecca,” “Muhammad At Medina,” and “Muhammad: Prophet and Statesman”, published
in London in 1953, 1956, 1961 CE, and other books of British Orientalists.

The study consisted of an introduction, three researches and a conclusion; The first research which we called the conceptual
justifications for the study identified the meaning of biases, academic orientalism, and the Prophet’s biography in language
and convention, and we presented a brief overview about the backgrounds of Orientalist biases and their motives. The second
one dealt with the sources of the Latin British Academic Orientalism, the factors of its origin, its pioneers, and its school. And
the third one dealt with the themes of biases and we refuted them and replied to the Orientalist libels in their topics, some of
which is the position of the Prophet towards the Jews of Medina, his polygamy, his forays (conquests), his illiteracy, and his
personality. The study ended with a conclusion which included a number of results, the most important of which are: the
British academic orientalist libels in many issues of Islam go back to an advanced period of Islamic history drawn by Jewish
and Christian pens in the context of the ongoing debate about Islam, Judaism and Christianity, in a situation in which Arabs
and Muslims were militarily and scientifically superior to Europe, as exactly is the supremacy of the Western world over the
Islamic world today. Based on the results, the researcher presented a set of recommendations and suggestions, including:
Creating courses concerned about Orientalist studies in all linguistic, social and humanitarian colleges with more studies of

Western Orientalist thought that was concerned about Islam.

Key words: Biases - British Academic Orientalism - Biography of the Prophet Muhammad (May The Blessings and
Peace of Allah be upon him), Analytical Study.
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:Second - References in English 4ul=i¥l ax,0]! e
Margulught D. S, Muhammad and the Rise of Islam, London, London,1911.
Watt, M. Muhammad prophet and statesman, (Oxford University press) 1961.
Montgomomory, W. Islam and the integration of socity, London ,p1963.

Muir, William The life of Muhammad, (Edinburgh), 1948.

Third - Sources and references translated into English.

1.
2.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.

The Holy Quran
Hebrew Orientalism and Israeli Sources, Galaa Idris, Dar Al-Arabi Publishing House, Cairo, 2995.
Orientalism: Knowledge, Power, and Creation, Edward Said, translated by Kamal Abu Deeb, Research
Institute, Beirut, 1981.
Orientalism and the Intellectual Backgrounds of the Clash of Civilizations, Hamdi Zagzouq, Dar Al-
Manar, Cairo, 1989 AD
Projection in the Curriculum of Orientalists and Missionaries Shawqi Abu Khalil, Dar Al-Fikr Al-Moasr,
Beirut, 1995 AD.
Paying attention to the biography in English, Muhammad Mehr Ali, King Fahd Complex, Medina, d.t
The History of Orientalism: The History of Arab Studies in Europe until the End of the Twentieth
Century, Johann Focke, quoted by the German Omar Lotfi, Dar Al-Maarif, Cairo, 1994 AD
Commentaries on Orientalism, Edward Said, translated by Sobhi Hadidi, Al-Faris Publishing House,
Amman 1995 AD
Medieval polemics against the Prophet, peace be upon him, Abd al-Radi Abd al-Mohsen, College of Dar
al-Uloom, Cairo 2010 AD
Jihad in Oriental Studies, Analytical and Critical Study, Haider Qassem Al-Tamimi, Journal of Oriental
Studies, Issue (10), Islamic Center for Strategic Studies, Najaf Al-Ashraf, Winter, 2017.
The Dialogue of Orientalism, Ahmed Al-Sheikh, The Arab Center for Western Studies, Cairo, 1999 AD
The life of Muhammad the Messenger, Bodli, translated by Muhammad Farag, Misr Library, Cairo.
Arab-Islamic Studies in German Universities, Bart, translated by Mustafa Maher, Dar Al-Kitab, 1967.
Biography of Ibn Ishagq, investigated by Suhail Zakkar, Dar Al-Fikr, Beirut, 1978 AD
Biography in the Thought of Watt and Armstrong, Aburia, Muhammad Abdel-Wahhab, Master Thesis,
Al-Azhar University, 2007.
On the Prophet’s Biography, Hisham Jait, Dar Al-Tali"ah, Beirut, 2007 AD
Al-Ain Dictionary, Al-Farahidi: Al-Khalil Bin Ahmed, investigated by Mahdi Al-Makhzoumi, and Ibrahim
Al-Samarrai, Al-Hilal Library, Dr. T.

Byt R.ub-\ gﬂ ga'lbg‘),\.“ g.qals‘\}\ J | BT AT



17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
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23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
30.
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The Story of Civilization, Dole Durant, Dar Al-Jil, Beirut, Dr. T

Lisan Al-Arab, Ibn Manzoor, Dar Sader, Beirut, 1414 AH

Muhammad in the City, Watt, translated by Shaaban Barakat Saida, Beirut, Dr. T

Muhammad in Mecca, Watt: Montgomery, translation, the Egyptian Book Authority, Cairo, 2002

The issue of Orientalism, its advocates and opponents, Bernard Lewis, translated and prepared by
Hashem Salih, Dar Al-Sagqi, Beirut, 1994 AD

Orientalists and Arab Heritage, a group of authors, Dar Al-Kafeel, 1st edition, Najaf, 2014 AD
Orientalists and Heritage Publishing, Ibrahim Al-Namla, Riyadh, 2003 AD

Orientalists, Naguib Al-Aqiqi, Dar Al-Maarif, Egypt, 1994 AD

With the Orientalists in the Marriage of the Prophet (peace be upon him) to Zainab bint Jahsh, an
analytical study by Al-Almai, Zaher Awad, 4th Edition, 1983 AD.

Al-Mu’jam Al-Kabeer Al-Tabarani, investigation by Hamdi Abdel-Hamid, Library of Sciences, 2nd
edition, Mosul, 1404 AH

A dictionary of language standards, Ibn Fares, investigation by Abdul Salam Haroun, Arab Writers
Union, Cairo, 2002 AD

From Criticism of Orientalism to Criticism of Westernization, Bolivian Carré, translation: Ahmed Al-
Sheikh, The Arab Center for Western Studies, Cairo, 1999 AD

Encyclopedia of Orientalists, Badawi: Abdel-Rahman, Dar Al-lim for Millions, Beirut, 1993 AD.
Revelation, the Qur'an, and the Prophecy, Hisham Jait, Dar Al-Tali'ah, Beirut, 1999 AD
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