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Abstract: This study aimed to develop a proposed vision for activating creative
leadership among secondary school principals in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in light of
contemporary educational trends by examining its current practice, identifying the major
barriers limiting its implementation, and determining the key requirements for its
enhancement. The study employed a descriptive approach using an integrative critical
review methodology based on the analysis of more than 70 recent national and
international studies, policy documents, and scholarly reports. The findings indicated
thatthe overall level of creative leadership practice was relatively high, particularly in the
dimensions of problem sensitivity, fluency, and flexibility, whereas originality received
comparatively lower ratings. The review also identified organizational, human, and
technological barriers, most notably administrative centralization, limited decision-
making authority, and insufficient organizational support for innovation. Furthermore,
international evidence highlighted administrative empowerment, continuous
professional development, digital transformation, distributed leadership, and supportive
school climates as essential drivers of creative leadership. Accordingly, the study
proposed a strategic vision accompanied by an operational implementation plan (2027—
2031) and practical recommendations to strengthen school innovation and advance the
objectives of Saudi Vision 2030.
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